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Stream Processes

Erosion

River Terraces
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Transportation

Competence & Capacity

A streams’ ability to carry solid particles is measured by 
these two criteria.

In general, most of  the erosion and transportation that 
goes on in a stream channel occurs during flood stages 
when velocities and discharges are the highest.

Deposition

Channel Deposits
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Floodplain 
Deposits

Alluvial Fans

Deltas

How a Delta forms
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The Mississippi Delta

River Valley Development
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How do meanders 
form in areas where 
the gradient is high 

and there aren’t fine 
sediments?
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Superimposed 
Drainage

Drainage Basins

Stream Drainage 
Stream drainage patterns reflect the underlying 

geology.

Flooding
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Next Lecture

Ground Water
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